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BEST WISHES –HAPPY RETIREMENT BOB 
Bob Apfelbeck started as a firefighter with the new Kronenwetter Fire Department in January 1, 1971.  In 

1975, Bob was promoted to Assistant Fire Chief.  He began his tenure as Fire Chief on January 1, 1981.  Bob 

retired as Fire Chief on May 5, 2005.  Thank you for your hard work and dedication these past 34 years.   

 
 

 ************************************************************* 

 

 

Kronenwetter’s new Fire Chief is Roger James.  (Picture of Roger) 

Roger has served in various capacities with the Fire Department since he became a member in June of 1993. He 

currently was a Captain on the department, a Fire Inspector and one of the department’s mechanics.  Good Luck 

Roger! 

 

The Kronenwetter Fire Department is accepting applications for firefighters. 

Applications are available at the municipal center office. 

 

 

 

Police Department 
 

Starting on Monday May 9th the Kronenwetter Police Department will officially swear in the first new police officer 

and for the next two Mondays after until all three officers are on board. This will bring the Kronenwetter Police 

Department to the anticipated staffing level as directed by the Village Board during the planning and conception 

phase. Chief Dan Joling is excited about the additional manpower citing an increase in the department’s ability to 



better serve the public. Initially the department will be covering two 8 hour shifts a day, seven days a week. This 

should reduce the workload on the County Sheriff’s Department especially that of law enforcement services in the 

Village of Kronenwetter. The three officers hired are Christopher Smart, Andrew Zortman and Luis Lopes-Serrao 

and the Police Administrative Clerk and Municipal Court Clerk is Dianne Drew. 

 

Christopher Smart 

 

Smart, 32 years old and currently residing in Minocqua, 

Wisconsin, will be the first officer starting with the Village on 

May 9, 2005.   

 

Chris was born in Milwaukee County and raised in Bayfield, 

Wisconsin until the age of seven.  Chris is quick to mention that 

his he and his three brothers and one sister were raised entirely 

by their grandmother.  The rest of Chris’ childhood was spent 

growing up on the Lac du Flambeau Indian reservation and 

Chris notes that he is an Ojibwe/Native American and an 

enrolled member of the Red Cliff Band of the Chippewa Indians. 

 

Smart graduated from Lakeland Union High School in 

Minocqua, Wisconsin and attended Nicolet Technical College 

for Police Science.  He was certified at Chippewa Valley Technical College where he and his wife, Christina first 

met.  Smart’s law enforcement experience began in 1999 when he worked as an Ordinance Officer for the Red Cliff 

Police Department.  From 1999 to late 2000 he was a Patrol Officer at the Lac du Flambeau Tribal Police 

Department and in 2001 he was promoted to Patrol Sergeant.  In 2003 he was assigned Drug Officer/Sergeant and 

Range Officer/Firearms Instructor.  Since July of 2004 until current, Chris has worked as a Patrol Officer for Bad 

River Police Department and as a part-time deputy for Ashland County Sheriff’s Department. 

 

Chris and his wife have two very young adopted children and one foster child.  They have been foster parents for the 

past three years with placements ranging from premature infants to troubled teenagers.  Chris’ wife worked in law 

enforcement for several years and now is an AODA counselor working within the Wisconsin Corrections System. 

Chris’ hobbies include musky fishing, attending cultural events, woodworking, learning the Ojibwe language, 

beading, and most importantly, spending time with “my little ones.” He and his family are ecstatic about moving to 

the Kronenwetter area, as they have been searching for a community where we could feel comfortable to raise our 

children and finally put our roots down.  Chris further states he feels this is an opportunity of a lifetime and is very 

grateful to of been selected as one of the first police officers for the Village. Smart says he is looking forward to 

meeting and serving the residents of Kronenwetter. 

 

Andrew Zortman 

 

Andrew Zortman, age 29, will be starting with the Kronenwetter Police 

Department on May 16, 2005.  He is a graduate of Wausau West High 

School and received an Associates Degree in Criminal Justice from 

Northcentral Technical College.  He is also a graduate of the 

Northcentral Technical College police academy.  Andrew has worked 

for the Stratford Police Department, Edgar Police Department, and as a 

reserve deputy for the Marathon County Sheriff’s Department.  He and 

his wife reside in Kronenwetter with their daughter.   

 

In the summer of 2000 Zortman was hired by the Marathon County 

Parks Department as a seasonal Park Ranger. The following year he 

was promoted to shift supervisor. In 2001 he was hired as a part-time 

officer, working nights, for the Village of Stratford Police Department, and part-time with the Village of Edgar 

Police Department. In 2003 Andrew resigned from Edgar Police Department to work for the Marathon County 

Sheriff’s Department as a Reserve Deputy. Zortman’s wife also works in the law enforcement community. She is a 

Probation/Parole Agent with the State of Wisconsin Department of Corrections. 



 

His many interests include the outdoors; such as hunting, fishing, and camping, but most of all he enjoys time with 

his family and watching their daughter grow. Zortman is also interested in getting to know the citizens of 

Kronenwetter and to provide law enforcement services to them. 

 

Luis Lopes-Serrao 

 

Luis Lopes-Serrao is 23 years old, currently resides in the City of 

Durand in Pepin County, and will begin service with the Village of 

Kronenwetter on May 23rd. Luis was born in Portland, Oregon but 

soon after moved to Funchal on Madeira Island, Portugal and lived 

there for a few years. Most of his young life he lived in Inver Grove 

Heights, Minnesota, southeast of the Twin Cities metro area. When 

he was 17 his family moved to Pepin, Wisconsin where he attended 

high school and graduated in 2000. Luis went on to obtain an 

Associates Degree in Criminal Justice and his law enforcement 

certification from Chippewa Valley Technical College in Eau Claire, 

Wisconsin. While in that program he received the “Top Gun” award 

for his proficiency in weapons training.  

 

Luis comes to Kronenwetter with nearly 4 years of experience in law enforcement. Just after high school graduation 

he joined the Pepin Police Department as part of a uniformed field experience program. After completion of the 400 

hours of training, he was hired as a police officer and served there until July of 2002. Upon his resignation he was 

granted an award of “distinguished service” by the Chief of Police. In 2001 he was hired by the City of Durand 

Police Department as a part time patrol officer, and in July of 2002 was promoted to full time. Luis also recently 

worked part time for the Spring Valley Police Department.  

 

Luis also commented that, “It is not very often that a police officer has the experience of working for a police 

department that is literally starting from the ground up. It could be a scary one, but I have found it to be nothing but 

exciting. I also feel the Police and Fire Commission and Chief Joling are very respectful people, and am pleased to 

see that they all have taken this venture seriously and have great pride in what they have accomplished. The Village 

of Kronenwetter is stopping at nothing to make sure that not only will the public have the most professional, 

experienced and qualified people doing the job, but also have some of the best equipment available in order to assist 

in getting that job done.” Luis will soon be moving to the area with his girlfriend and their two dogs, Sam and 

Kiarra.  

 

Dianne Drew 

 

Dianne Drew was hired as the Kronenwetter Police Department 

administrative police clerk, Police and Fire Commission clerk, and 

Municipal court clerk.  She began work for the Kronenwetter 

Police Department on March 14, 2005 and has been a tremendous 

asset to the ongoing organization and implementation of the police 

department.   

 

Dianne resides in the City of Wausau with her husband, Joe, and 

their two sons.  She has worked in two different law offices in the 

Wausau area for over 17 years, which includes the Corporation 

Counsel’s office for Marathon County for 3½ years. Therefore she 

is extremely familiar with the various aspects of the legal system in 

and throughout the county as well as the State of Wisconsin.     

 

Dianne graduated from Wausau East High School and obtained her Associates Degree from Northcentral Technical 

College.  She recently went back to college and graduated from Upper Iowa University with a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Business.   

 



Dianne states she is very excited to be hired and to work in and help set up Kronenwetter’s new police department.  

She further comments that her new job has been a great learning experience and one which she very much enjoys.  

Dianne further states that the Village of Kronenwetter staff and residents have been very welcoming and she looks 

forward to many years of service to them.   

 

### 

 

For further information, contact Chief Daniel L. Joling, Kronenwetter Police Department, (715) 693-4215 or email: 

policechief@kronenwetter.org. 

 

 

 

BOARD OF REVIEW 

The Board of Review members met on May 9, 2005 at 5:55 p.m. at the Kronenwetter Municipal Center in 

accordance with Wisconsin Stats. §70.45 (1) and adjourned until September 12, 2005 at 10:00 a.m. Detailed 

information and procedures regarding the Adjourned Board of Review will be published in the 2005 Fall Newsletter. 

 

Yard Waste Site Hours 

 

The Village yard waste site, located on Martin Road, is open on the following days: 

Wednesday evening hours: 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday hours:            9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

The following will be allowed: Grass clippings, leaves, pine needles and tree branches (six inches or less) 

Tree stumps and painted or treated wood is not allowed. (Please note that the Marathon County Landfill, Ringle, WI 

will accepted painted and treated wood.)  Commercial dumping is not allowed. Proof of residency is required to use 

the site. 

 (Insert map) 

Burning Permits 

 
Individuals are required to obtain a permit for open burning of materials. 

 Burning should be your last alternative for disposal.  Recycling and yard waste composting are strongly 

encouraged 

 All plastic, rubber, asphalt, wet garbage, wet paper, oily substances is prohibited 

 Wood that is painted or chemically treated is prohibited  

 No burning on Sunday & legal holidays 

 

Hours when burning is allowed:  6:00 P.M. to midnight. 

 

SOLID WASTE/RECYCLING COLLECTION 

 

Holiday Garbage & Recycling pick-up 

Independence Day (July 4th)   &  Labor Day, (Sept. 5th) fall on a Monday, therefore all solid waste and recycling pick 

up will be one day late.  Monday’s pick-up will be on Tuesday, Tuesday’s pick-up will be Wednesday, etc. 

 
**Recycling is mandatory in Wisconsin therefore any household garbage that contains too much 
  recyclable material will be tagged and left at the curb. 
  

**Wittenberg Disposal is now utilizing automated collection in the Village of Kronenwetter. 
    --Place cart within 6 feet of road.     
    --Place cart at least 4 feet from any obstacles. 
    --Do not place recyclables near cart 
    --All garbage should be bagged and in cart with cover completely closed. 
     
Wittenberg Disposal may request that some residents place carts on the opposite side of road for efficiency of 
collection.  Your help in complying with this request will be greatly appreciated. 
  

  

mailto:policechief@kronenwetter.org


  

 



VILLAGE OF KRONENWETTER PARTICIPATES  IN  

A MERCURY REDUCTION PROGRAM 

SPONSORED BY THE MARATHON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

 

Thermometer Exchange – Bring in your mercury fever thermometers and exchange them for one digital 

thermometer at no cost. Supplies are limited.    

 

Mercury is a naturally occurring element that is found as a liquid at room temperature.  Because of its useful 

qualities, it is used in the manufacture of many products.  It is also found in coal, oil and natural gas.  Even though 

mercury is useful in many manufacturing processes it becomes a health hazard when humans are directly exposed to 

mercury.  It may cause damage to the spinal cord, brain, kidneys and liver.  Young children and pregnant women are 

especially at high risk for health problems related to mercury exposure. 

 

Some items in your home, school or business that may contain mercury include: thermometers, thermostats, 

manometers, barometers, blood pressure monitors, switches, dental amalgam, or bulk elemental mercury. For 

recycling information contact the Marathon County Hazardous Waste Coordinator at 261-1900. 

 

Mercury Collection Site: 

 Marathon County Hazardous Waste Collection Facility, located at 301 Alderson Street, Schofield, WI  2nd 

& 4th Fridays & Saturday of each month.  Friday hours- 2 pm to 7 pm, and Saturday hours – 9 am to 2 pm 

 These items will also be collected at the Kronenwetter Municipal Center Monday through Friday - 8:00 

a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

 

TRANSPORTING MERCURY To transport your thermometers or mercury produces for recycling, please double 

bag them using zip-lock bags or contain them in a sealed plastic container.  Please cushion items to reduce risk of 

breakage. 

 

 

REAL ESTATE TAX PAYMENT REMINDER 

SECOND INSTALLMENT PAYMENT 

Tax payment deadline for the second installment is due on or before July 31, 2005 payable to the Marathon County 

Treasurer.  Payments can be dropped off at the Marathon County Court House or mailed to: Marathon County 

Treasurer, 500 Forest Street, Wausau, WI  54403-5568 

 

2005 AMUSEMENT PARK SUMMER TICKET SALES 
TICKET SALES ARE CASH ONLY 

CHECKS AND CHANGES ARE NOT ACCEPTED-NO REFUNDS 

 
Discount tickets are available at the Krownenwetter Municipal Center. 

Office hours are Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
TICKETS    DISCOUNT PRICE    GATE PRICE 

1. GREAT AMERICAN   $34.75       $46.34 
     NO CHILD TICKET FOR SALE (child defined as less than 54”) 

     FREE CHILD AGE 3 AND UNDER 

 

 2. HOUSE ON THE ROCK   $16.50 ADULT      $19.50 
     $ 8.50 CHILD AGE 5-12     $10.50 

     FREE: CHILD AGE 2 AND UNDER 

 

3. MILWAUKEE COUNTY ZOO  $ 7.75 ADULT      $ 9.75 
     $ 5.75 CHILD AGE 3-12     $ 6.75 

     FREE: CHILD AGE 2 AND UNDER 

 

4. NOAH’S ARK    $24.75 ADULT      $30.73 

     FREE: CHILD AGE 2 AND UNDER 
 

 

 



NEW   Bike/Pedestrian Routes 

 

The Bike/Pedestrian Facilities AD HOC Committee diligently worked to created safe, enjoyable recreation and transportation 

corridors for you and your family to travel throughout the Village.  The committee is looking for donations to help fund signage 

along these routes.  If anyone or any company would like to make a donation, please make payable to:  Village of Kronenwetter 

(Bike/Pedestrian Route Project), 1582 Kronenwetter Drive, Mosinee, WI   54455.  This Committee will also be working with 

neighboring communities to plan connecting routes. (The bike routes are on the Village web-site) 

 

The Bike/Pedestrian Facilities AD HOC Committee is also responsible in developing the First Bike Rodeo to be held on June 

18th.     

 

Lisa Myles, Public Works Director 
 

Summer brings construction projects for road improvement in our community.  The 2005 schedule includes graveling Timber 

Ridge Road, Spatz Road, Ropel Road, Kurzy Lane, Green Acres Road, and Autumn Road.  We will be seal coating Mile Road, a 

portion of 16th Road, Twilight Road, West Nick Avenue, Plaza Road and Whitetail Drive. 

 

The bridge on Plaza Road will also be rebuilt.  Pioneer Road South of Highway 153 and Spring Road will be reconstructed in 

2005 with the first lift of seal coat in 2006.   

 

There will be a great deal of road construction on Old Highway 51 at the Gate of Heaven as we upgrade the entrance to Wausau 

Homes and the Power Plant.  We will be putting in the first set of stop lights in the Village as part of this project. 

 

Our TIF (Tax Incremental Finance) districts will also see work this summer.  Most of it will take place in TIF #2 which is South 

of Maple Ridge Road, just East of I-39.  New roads, sewer and water, as well as a new bridge over the Bull Junior will all be put 

in this summer. 

 

We have added the Municipal Codes to our internet site.  This includes the General Code, the Subdivision Code and the Zoning 

Code.  As revisions are approved by the Village Board, we will make these available to you on the website. 

 

 

The Kronenwetter Lions Club is accepting old eye glasses, hearing aids and hearing aid batteries. 

There is a drop off container at the village municipal center entry hall. 

These items are given to organizations that help the needy. 

 

PARK DEPARTMENT, TOM PITCHER, CHAIR 

The village is selling a 1991 John Deere 911 mower with a 60 inch deck. It has approximately 2500 hours. It can be viewed at 

Central WI. Coop in Stratford. 

  

The new shelter in Norm Plaza Park will be constructed in July and it will be a nice addition to the area. 

  

The new park layout is included in this newsletter. The park is located at the east end of Kowalski Road and Sunny Meadow 

Drive. Activities planned include tennis courts, basketball court, soccer field, dog bark park, large playsytem, shelter, restrooms, 

and horseshoe pits. Our tentative plan for 2005 is to prep site, install play equipment, Fall seed soccer fields and install the fence 

around soccer field and bark park. The balance of projects is scheduled for 2006. The park committee will be seeking donations 

from many of our village business partners as well as any one interested in assisting in this exciting project. 

  

We have recent reports of some vandalism in the restrooms at Sunset Park. If anyone observes any type of inappropriate conduct 

in any of the parks, please contact our Police Dept. @ 639-4215 

 

HENRY LUXEM, ADMINISTRATOR  

 

Water Utility Wins State Award 

The Kronenwetter Water utility has been awarded recognition for the Consumer Confidence Report of the year in 

2004 for mid-sized Wisconsin communities (population 3,300 to 10,000).  Kronenwetter Water Utility Supervisor 

Cindy Falkowski authored the winning report.  The award is given annually by the Wisconsin Rural Water 

Association for the Consumer Confidence Report that is presented in a quality way and does the best job of keeping 

citizens informed.  The report is sent to each Kronenwetter water utility customer in June.  Congratulations to Cindy 

for a job well-done!   

 



 

Volunteers needed for litter pick up   

We need people who can lend a helping hand to clean up litter along our roadways.  If a family or group can help, you will do 

your community a big favor as we keep Kronenwetter looking good!  Please do not litter.  

 

Village of Kronenwetter Revaluation 

Todd Anderson of Up North Real Estate has taken over the duties as our village assessor.   Mr. Anderson is also conducting a 

comprehensive revaluation of the entire village that involves on-site inspections of all properties.   The original contract specified 

that the revaluation was to be completed in 2005. 

   

With the departure of our long-time assessor the Kronenwetter Village Board decided it best to delay the completion of the 

village-wide revaluation for one year in order to assure quality results.  The work done thus far of viewing properties will be used 

in the 2006 revaluation.  Meanwhile, the pace of home viewing has slowed as Mr. Anderson conducts the duties of village 

assessor.  The revaluation effort will increase later in 2005 and into 2006 with completion planned by September 2006.  

 

If a resident is interested in serving on any of the following Commissions or Committees, please contact my office: 

Redevelopment Authority, Board of Appeals, Planning Commission, Police & Fire Commission, Park Committee, 

Recycling Committee or Bike/Pedestrian Facilities Committee.   

By informing us of your potential interest, it allows us to consider you when an opening occurs. 

 

 Need to Dispose of Old Computers?  

Wausau Area Good News, 1106 Fifth St, Wausau WI, a local nonprofit humanitarian group, will be collecting computes on June 

17 & 18, 2005 from 1 to 4 p.m. Friday and from 9 to noon on Saturday. 25¢ per lb.  For more information call 843-5985. 

 

 

 

Kronenwetter   Municipal Center will be closed on Monday July 4th and Monday (Labor Day) September 5th, 2005 

 

 


